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From Our District Superintendent 

 

The Resurrecting Power of Christ 
 

Recently, I lost a very close friend to cancer. It was 

a privilege and a challenge to preach his funeral. As 

I stood in the pulpit, I found myself leaning on the 

comforting words of Scripture found in the well 

known twenty-third Psalm. That Psalm is such a 

comfort to so many people in the time of loss, and at 

other times as well. At the end of the Psalm we are 

pointed again to a hope and a promise as King 

David affirms that we shall dwell in the house of the 

Lord forever. Theologians and scholars may debate 

the meaning of the phrases, “house of the Lord,” 

and “forever,” but from a pastoral/spiritual/faith 

perspective it means plainly and simply that we are 

united with God in God’s Heaven in a life without 

end. 

 

The words we recite as part of our funeral liturgy 

also served as a source of comfort and strength for 

me.  These words are found in John 11:25-26, 

“Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life. 

Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 

live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 

never die.”  Again, theologians and scholars may 

debate the meaning of the phrases, “will live,” and 

“will never die.”  From a pastoral/spiritual/faith 

perspective this means that even though the body 

has lost its breath, the person lives on.  Our soul  

 

(continued on page 2) 

 

From Our Pastor 

 

I Can Do This by Myself! 

 
I can do this by myself!  An exclamation we most 

likely began using in our second year of life.  We 

are determined to be independent.  But, as we get 

older that independence leads to new territory.  I still 

struggle with the desire to do it on my own and the 

desire to be a part of something bigger than myself.  

Doing “life” independently is beyond difficult; it was 

simply not a part of God’s plan for humanity.  

Research shows that a child who is deprived of 

human contact can survive but not thrive in this 

world.  

 

 “In the absence of bonding and healthy 

attachment with an adult, a child may develop 

life-long emotional disturbances, becoming 

withdrawn, disinterested, depressed, cold, 

hateful, or angry forever. A child who is 

emotionally neglected in the first few years may 

suffer pronounced physical consequences such 

as, being physically small, underweight, sickly, 

and undernourished. Such a child may survive 

but not thrive. Psychology has long identified 

the "failure to thrive syndrome." A child who is 

deprived of this most fundamental relationship, 

that is, the contact with a stable loving 

caregiver, can hardly thrive.”  Vijai P. Sharma, 

Ph.D 

 

(continued on page 2) 

  

 

Edgelawn United Methodist Church is …..  

 

…missing Sammy Burdette.  Sammy went home to be with her heavenly Father, Gib and Bud on November 1, 

2011.  Over the years, Sammy wore many different hats and was involved in so many activities at our church, 

including the job of Editor of this newsletter.  Sammy such a positive influence on our Church family.  Even 

through the loss of of Gib and Bud, and facing very serious health issues, Sammy not only kept her faith, she 

continued to bolster the faith of those around her.  Edgelawn is missing Sammy tremendously but we know 

through the Grace of God and our faith in Jesus Christ, we will see Sammy again.  For now we need to be 

content knowing she won’t be missing Gib and Bud,  she won’t be sick anymore, and she spends her days 

praising and worshiping the wonderful God that sustained her through all her trials on this earth.  What more 

could anyone ask for a friend?  Our thoughts and prayers are with Jackie, Tom, Nicole, Cassidy and Tommy. 

“For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him will not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 (NLT) 



 Edgelawn Reflections 

Volume 6 – March 2012 

Page 2 

From Our Pastor (continued) 
 

As adults I believe we can survive alone, but we will 

not thrive.  We need each other, we need God.  God 

created us to be a community with God as the head 

of the community.  The church is that community.  

We are imperfect people who come together under 

the leadership of God.  We don’t always get it right 

as a community; we are still human beings with 

flaws.  But, we strive to keep our focus on God and 

work toward becoming one in Christ Jesus.  The 

journey is exciting, uplifting, comforting, 

encouraging, strengthening, the list goes on and on.  

The fact is without God and the community of God 

we can survive, but with God and the church we 

thrive.   

 

I don’t know about you but I got tired of surviving, I 

wanted more than just trudging through the next day 

and then the next.  It is soooooo much better to be 

thriving.   

 

Easter is a great time to join us and experience 

God’s community at Edgelawn UMC.  We know that 

as God blesses our community with more parts our 

lives will be richer, we will be better people.  We 

need each other; we welcome every partner.  Come 

and bless us as we bless you.    

 

Cindy Eakle, Pastor 

Edgelawn United Methodist Church 

 

“God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him..” John 3:17 

From Our DS (continued) 
 

does not die, but unites with God, even though the 

body has died. Pastors will recall discussions in 

their theological education which will challenge a 

soul/ body separation as belonging to a theological 

“error,” of dualism. Those distinctions, relating to 

differences in Greek and Hebrew understandings of 

human nature really don’t address the more basic 

belief and understanding of both traditions that 

affirm there is a part of us that is immortal, 

belonging to God. 

 

Christ came to give us life, and to give it abundantly. 

“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: 

God sent his only Son into the world so that we 

might live through him.” (1 John 4:9) It is through 

Christ that we have abundant life. We live through 

Him. Christ died for us while we were yet sinners, 

and has taken away our sin. And this was the 

supreme act of God’s love. “In this is love, not that 

we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.” (1 John 

4:10) Christ’s sacrifice gives us life, and by His 

grace we are able to receive His gift of life through 

faith. “For by grace you have been saved through 

faith.” (Ephesians 2:8)  Lent and Easter intentionally 

invite us to reflect again on life, death, and 

resurrection. Christ suffered and died on the cross 

as the atoning sacrifice for our sin. But he did not 

stay in the grave. God raised Him up in the 

resurrection, and He lives forevermore. Because he 

lives, we shall live also. Martha already believed 

that her brother Lazarus would rise again on the last 

day, but Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 

and the life.” (John 11:24-25) This truth is that which 

we prepare ourselves to embrace during Lent, and 

joyously celebrate during Easter, and throughout the 

year. He lives! And because He lives, we live also! 

May God grant each of you the grace to observe a 

holy Lent and a joy-filled Easter. 

 

In Christ’s service, 

 

Dr. Ken Krimmel 

Little Kanawha District Superintendent 

Our Sympathy  

 
Our deepest sympathy goes out to Susie Shaver.  

Susie’s husband Richard passed away on February 

13, 2012 after a long illness.  Our thoughts and 

prayers are with Susie and her family 

United Methodist Women 

 
The United Methodist Women meet the fourth 

Tuesday of each month usually in the Fellowship 

Hall at 6:30 p.m. The ladies have decided to 

continue their study of Women of the Bible. You are 

invited to join them. (See Jo Emrick with any 

questions.) 



Parrish Food Pantry 
 

During these tougher than normal times, the Grace 

of God Food Pantry is very busy attempting to aid 

those who are in need of life’s necessities.  The 

food pantry is serving more folks than ever before 

and asks you to please be generous with your 

donations.  If you have extra fresh fruit or 

vegetables from your garden this summer, please 

share it with the food pantry serves.  It would make 

a wonderful addition to the caned goods the food 

pantry usually distributes.  If you find yourself with 

extra time on your hands, volunteers are always 

welcome. The Grace of God Food Pantry is located 

in the basement of the Gihon UMC on Gihon Road.  

It is open after the 15th of the month on Mondays 

and Thursdays, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  If you have 

any questions, see Jo Emrick. 
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Getting to Know You….Getting to Know All 

About You 

 
The names and address of our three college 

students and two friends of the church that are 

serving  in the military are included in the church 

bulletin.  Please take a minute to send a word of 

encouragement to one or all of these very special 

people. 

 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.”  Psalm 51:10 

Did You Know? 

 
…..that Thelma Mathess' dad was a construction 

worker and helped build the Edgelawn U.M. Church 

building.  When asked how long she had been 

attending Edgelawn, Thelma reply was "all of my 

life". Gearold and Thelma are both long time 

residents of Parkersburg.  Thelma worked at the 

Viscose plant until it closed and then worked as a 

cook for the Wood County Board of Education until 

she retired. 

  

We, who have the pleasure of knowing Gearold, see 

him as the fine, quiet mannered gentleman that he 

is, but few know that he served our nation with 

pride, as a paratrooper with the 2nd Air Borne 

Division in the United States Army.  We are proud of 

you Gearold!  Gearold was born at Brohard, in Wirt 

County and graduated from Elizabeth High School. 

After his service career, he worked for the A&P 

store in Parkersburg until it closed, then worked for 

Foodland stores until his retirement.   

  

Gearold and Thelma celebrated 56 years of wedded 

life together this past March 5th. The "seasons of 

life" are beginning to show, and Gearold is now 

having "good days" and "bad days" but health 

problems haven’t dimmed their love for the Lord and 

their pleasant outlook on life.  (Submitted by George 

Hardman) 

Celebration of Mission Event (a.k.a. COME) 

 
C.O.M.E. will be held on Saturday, April 28, 2012 at 

the Wayside U.M. Church, 3001 Grand Central 

Avenue, Vienna, WV. 

 

C.O.M.E. is a conference wide celebration that 

recognizes, collects funds, and supplies for the WV 

Conference Mission sites, Church and Community 

Ministries and Volunteers In Mission.  We are 

celebrating the different missions and ministries as 

well as the fruits of our faith, labors and commitment 

in supporting these missions and ministries. 

 

You are invited to come and participate.  

Registration is at 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:00 a.m.. 

Bake Sale, Silent Auction, Book/Media sale are 

10:30-12:00 noon.  Lunch is available 11:00-12:00 

noon and the live Auction starts at noon. 

Bible Studies 
 

Sunday Night Service 6:30 p.m., in the Sanctuary 

(except on the second Sunday evening).  We are 

just completing a Lenten Study lead by Rita 

Gresham and are looking forward to a new study 

beginning on April 15th.   

 

Each Wednesday evening, at 6:30 p.m., the 

Edgelawn UMC Fellowship Hall is home to our 

weekly Bible Study.  Please stop by and join us to 

study God’s word and experience Christian 

fellowship.  On April 11th, David Calhoun will 

complete the study on Colossians that he started 

prior to Lent. 

Sunday Services 
 

Sunday School – 9:30 a.m. 

Worship Service – 10:30 a.m. 
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2nd Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

 
On Saturday, April 7, 2012, 1:00-3:00 p.m., 

Edgelawn UMC will host their second Annual  

Edgelawn Community Easter Egg Hunt.  Last year 

seventeen children watched an Easter video, 

completed an Easter craft, enjoyed refreshments, 

participated in the Easter Egg Hunt and enjoyed a 

visit with the Easter Bunny.   

 

Please bring your children, your grandchildren, or 

your neighbor’s children, and join us this year.  The 

ladies are busy planning and we’re sure the children 

will have a great time. 

 

“9 Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him the name above all other names, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and 

every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  Philippians 2:9-11 

Coming Events 

 
Several events are in the planning stages.   We will 

be looking for “volunteers” to help with:  

 

•  Spring Yard Sale 

•  Boat Ride and Covered Dish Dinner 

•  Water Slide and Picnic 

•  Kid’s Carnival 

•  Ice Cream Social 

•  Block Party 

•  Fall Festival 

 

 

My Spring Prayer 
  
Father, we see that the long cold nights and days of 

winter are fast coming to an end and being replaced 

with warm, bright, sunlit days of spring.  The coming 

of spring months reminds us again of your love for 

us….love so infinitely pure and deep that you chose 

to save us from our sins by sacrificing your Son, 

Jesus, the one who was with you at the time of all 

creation.  You gave Him in order that we lowly 

sinners may have the opportunity to enjoy eternity 

with you in heaven.  We say thank you Lord, but our 

words fall short of expressing our thankfulness and 

our love for you.  We gaze around and we marvel at 

the wonderful life you have given us, and the 

privilege we have knowing you as our Lord and 

savior.   

 

During this season of Lent, we pray that you will 

instill in each of us the desire to examine our life in 

preparation for Holy Week and Easter Sunday 

morning, when we again observe and celebrate the 

victory of your son Jesus over death and his 

payment for our sins.   

 

Thank you Lord for the privilege to know you and of 

your infinite love that you have for us.  These things 

we pray in Jesus name,  Amen.  

(written by George Hardman)  

 

Holy Week Services 

 
The Christian Life Center (6th & Old Camden Avenue.) 

Services will begin at 12:00 noon daily 

 Monday:      Speaker:   Rev. Keith Mendenhall 

                      Hosts:   Edgelawn/Gihon/ Lauckport UMC 

Tuesday:      Speaker:  Rev. Cindy   Eakle 

                      Hosts: South Parkersburg/ Pettyville UMC 

Wednesday: Speaker:  Chosen People Ministry 

                                       Seder Meal 

                      Hosts:  Trinity UMC 

Thursday:    Speaker:  Chad Emrick 

                      Hosts:  Evangelical Methodist 

Friday:          Speaker:  Rev. Ken Boone 

                      Hosts:  14th Ave. Gospel Mission 

Maundy Thursday Service: 6:30 PM Edgelawn UMC 

Good Friday Service: 6:00 PM Beginning at      

              Edgelawn UMC and Closing at Epworth UMC 

Easter Sunrise Service: 6:30 AM Edgelawn UMC -  

                                         Breakfast will Follow 

Easter Service: 10:30 a.m. Edgelawn UMC 

Blessing of the Bikes Joint Service 

 
The second annual Blessing of the Bikes, to ask 

God to bless the riders and their bikes with a safe 

summer, will be held on Saturday, May 12, 2011, at 

10:30 a.m. . The blessing will be held at our sister 

church, Epworth U.M. Church, located on Myrtle 

Street in South Parkersburg.  After the blessing, a 

ride will be held with proceeds going to the Grace of 

God Food Pantry.  Contact Pastor Cindy Eakle with 

questions. 
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Pancake Dinner 

 
Edgelawn Church recently held its’ second annual Community Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner.  A good time 

was had by all who were treated to a culinary delight when Jay Gribble once again brought along his now 

famous waffle maker.  Steve Scholl, Don Lloyd, and George Hardman demonstrated their mastery of the 

electric grill producing golden pancakes and perfectly cooked sausage.  Dave Hennessee provided backup 

support, keeping the kitchen sparkling clean.  Keith Eakle not only provided service with a smile, he threw in a 

few hugs too.   In addition to the great food,  the fellowship was truly heartwarming on a chilly February 

evening.  Thanks to everyone who contributed to make this dinner a success, and we look forward to repeating 

the experience next year. 

 

 



If you are looking for a church to attend for Easter, please consider Edgelawn United Methodist. 

We would be honored to have you worship with us.  

Edgelawn U.M. Church 

4804 Fourth Avenue 

Parkersburg, WV  26101 

 

 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

Blessing of the Bikes 

May 12th – 10:30 a.m.. 

Community Easter Egg Hunt 

April 7th – 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
. 

Coming Events 

See Inside for Details 

Celebration of Mission Events 

April 28th, 9:30 a.m. 
. 

Holy Week Services 

 April 1st – April 8th. 


