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From Our District Superintendent

In the Desert
“Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to

be tempted by the devil.” (Matthew 4:1)

On March 9, 2011 Ash Wednesday will inaugurate

the season of Lent. Lent is a holy time, and provides

an opportunity for us to go inward and do some self-

examination. This process has been characterized

spiritually as a time of going into the desert. The

desert is a lonely place, and often can be quite

frightening. In fact, I just heard on the radio this

morning about an 84-year-old man who survived

five days in the desert when his car had broken

down. I‟m sure that was a trying time for him. His

nephew is a Catholic priest and was on the radio

talking about his elderly uncle‟s experience.

We don‟t have to go to the desert literally to spend

time in the desert spiritually. Any time we face

spiritual drought or even dryness we may be in the

desert spiritually. These times can really try us, and

cause us to question our faith. So then, why would

we go there willingly? We go there from time to time

in order to face ourselves. It may be lonely, and it

may be scary, but hopefully we will come out of it a

better and stronger Christian.

The Scriptures tell us that the Spirit led Jesus into

the desert, and that he was tempted there by the

devil. Jesus faced each temptation one by one, and

(continued on page 2)

From Our Pastor

The Passover is an eight day Jewish celebration 

commemorating the passing of the Jewish people 

from slavery into freedom during the time of Moses.  

God heard the cries of the people who were abused 

slaves under the Pharaoh of Egypt.  Moses was 

sent by God to set the Israelite people free.  This 

deliverance began on the 15th day of the Hebrew 

month called Nissan in the year 1313 BC.  The last 

plague fell on Egypt on that day.  God “passed over” 

the homes of the Israelite people sparing their 

people from death brought on by this plague. The 

15th day of Nissan marks the beginning of Passover 

to this day.  The 15th of Nissan falls on April 19th on 

our calendar in 2011, the holiday will end on April 

25th.  

Jesus went into Jerusalem to celebrate the 

Passover when he was arrested given a mock trial 

and hung on a cross.  His resurrection happened 

three days after his crucifixion.  Christians do not 

celebrate Passover as in the Jewish tradition, but 

we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ who 

set us free from slavery.  We were resurrected, 

given new life, freed from the bondage of sin 

through the acts of our Lord Jesus Christ during that 

Passover in 33 AD.   We celebrate Easter on the 

Sunday, the day of Jesus‟ resurrection, during 

Passover each year.

When we accept Jesus as our Lord, we believe,

(continued on page 2)

Edgelawn United Methodist Church is …..

a wonderful place to experience the meaning of “church” family. The Edgelawn church family has been

missing a member for the last several weeks. Sammy Burdette suffered a fall, broke her arm and is currently

recovering at home. We love Sammy and miss seeing her sitting across the aisle on Sunday mornings,

attending Sunday evening services and mid-week bible study. Sammy wears several hats at the church, one

of them being the editor of this newsletter. Sammy routinely uses this space to tell you what Edgelawn UMC

is…..we‟re using it this month to say that Edgelawn UMC is……missing Sammy Burdette and we look forward

to the next newsletter when Sammy will be back at the helm and starting the newsletter with her thoughts on

what Edgelawn UMC is. Hurry back Sammy!.

“I am the Lord, your God, who takes hold of your right hand and says to you,  Do not fear; I will help 
you.  Isaiah 41:13”
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From Our Pastor (continued)

acknowledge, and submit to him as our supreme

leader, we are followers of the Christian faith. We

then know the joy of being set free from bondage to

sin. We have a spiritual rebirth, a spiritual freedom.

We are not free from the problems of this world in a

physical sense, but we are free in a spiritual sense.

We still live in this world and face difficulties, trials,

struggles, but God somehow helps us see things in

a different light and we are able to overcome. We

not only overcome but become stronger rather than

weaker on the other side of each difficult situation.

We also have the assurance that we will be totally 

free when we leave this physical world.  We will 

have eternal freedom, living in the eternal Garden of 

Eden being prepared for us by God.   

Easter is a reminder of freedom.  Something we in 

America have fought hard to obtain as a country.  

Something Jesus fought hard to obtain for all 

people.  I hope you will celebrate the freedom that 

Jesus gave his life to obtain for us this Easter, April 

24, 2011.  If you don‟t have a place to celebrate 

please feel free to celebrate with us at Edgelawn 

United Methodist Church.

Blessings,

Cindy Eakle, Pastor

Edgelawn United Methodist Church

“The greatest thing a man can do for his heavenly father is to be kind to some of His other children.” 

Henry Drummond

United Methodist Women

There is a wonderful group of women who meet the

fourth Tuesday of each month in the Fellowship Hall

at 6:30 p.m. and you are invited to join them. The

United Methodist Women are studying a different

“Woman of the Bible” each month throughout 2011.

(See Jo Emrick with additional questions.)

From Our DS (continued)

overcame each temptation one by one. Armed with

the Scriptures Jesus was able to respond to the

devil in strength until he left him alone. Jesus‟

victory over temptation gives us the possibility of

victory over temptation as well. He is our Victor!

Having won the victory over sin, death, and

the devil, Jesus is willing to be our strength over the

foes of life that come our way. Lent is the season

when we remember and reflect upon Jesus‟ forty

days in the desert. It is a time of spiritual

preparation for the great celebration of Easter –

Jesus‟ great triumphant victory over the grave. It

has been a time of penitence, and of restoring to

Christian community those who have fallen into sin,

and have found there way back through confession

and repentance. It has also been observed as a

time of preparing new persons

in the faith to be received into church membership.

Lent is a blessed season. It is a holy time. I invite

you to ponder another verse of Scripture as a part of

your personal Lenten experience: “From that time

on Jesus began to preach, „Repent, for the kingdom

of heaven is near.‟” (Matthew 4:17) During Lent I

invite you to spend a little time in the desert. When

you discover any sin that still has a grip on you -

confess it, and repent - for the kingdom of heaven is

near!

May God wonderfully and richly bless you.

In Christ‟s service,

Ken Krimmel

UMC Little Kanawha District Superintendent

Bible Studies

Sunday Night Service 6:30 p.m., in the Sanctuary.

Linda Strong will lead the service in April.

Each Wednesday evening, the Edgelawn UMC

Fellowship Hall is great place to gather to study

God‟s word and experience Christian fellowship.

There are no prerequisites for attendance, only a

desire to learn more about the Bible‟s teachings and

how to apply them to our daily life. If you are

interested in learning more about this group, please

stop by any Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m..



Parrish Food Pantry

The Lord continues to bless the efforts of the

Parrish Food Pantry as it continues to assist those

families that are having difficulty making ends meet

in these tough economic times. Through the

generosity of church congregations, businesses and

others who believe that God has given them extra

so that they can share with others, the pantry is able

to assist many families each month by tangibly

sharing God‟s blessings with them. There are many

volunteers (from young to “young at heart”) that

work together to make the food pantry successful. If

you are one of those that God has given some extra

to, please share. If you find yourself with extra time

on your hands, volunteers are always welcome. The

Parrish Food Pantry is located in the basement of

the Gihon UMC on Gihon Road. It is open after the

15th of the month on Mondays and Thursdays, 11:00

a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
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Did You Know?

Tom Seebaugh was born

on the same day the ground was broken to begin

construction of our home church. Tom and

Edgelawn United Methodist Church have both

witnessed many changes in our area since that

August 4th, 1929 date.

As a young man, Tom enlisted in the Army

Reserves and spent two years in Korea with the

1092 Battalion and later retired with 32 years of

service in the Army Reserves. The 1092 Battalion

continues to be active in the defense of our great

nation. Those brave men and women just recently

returned home from active duty in Iraq.

Tom grew up in Edgelawn and can tell many

interesting stories of his Edgelawn childhood years.

Tom and his wife, Iona, raised their three children in

Parkersburg and Tom retired as a school bus driver

for the Wood County Board of Education.

Tom and Iona still attend morning worship when

their health permits….Tom calls Edgelawn and

Edgelawn United Methodist Church his home. We

agree with you Tom, this has truly been home for

you. (written by George Hardman)

Getting to Know You….Getting to Know All

About You

Susie Shaver was born in Vienna,
WV on May 12, 1940. Susie has
been married to her husband
Richard for 53 years in
September. Susie and Richard
have three children. Susie
started attending church when

she was very young and has attended Edgelawn
UMC since 1959. Susie blesses our congregation
each Sunday not only with her presence but also
that of her grandchildren and their friends that she
has encouraged to attend church with her. God
bless you Susie. (Zac Greene)

Prayer Box

Sometimes we or someone close to us have need

of special prayer but few feel it is too personal to

say out loud. A prayer box with cards for unspoken

prayer requests has been placed at the altar.

Please allow your church family the privilege of

praying for you. There is power in prayer.

Joys……

Louise Brabham celebrated her

87th birthday with her children,

extended family and church family

on April 2, 2011. Louise remains active in our

church and we appreciate her very much.

Welcome Back!

On April 3rd, the Edgelawn UMC congregation

welcomed Mary Ann and Daryl Smith back after

they spent the winter in Texas. Everyone was so

happy they had a good winter and returned home

safely.

Happy Birthday!

Love has its source in God, for love is the very essence of His being.  Kay Arthur
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Coming Events (continued)

Holy Week Services at Edgelawn UMC

• Maundy Thursday Service “In Remembrance of

Me”, April 21st, 6:30 p.m.

• Good Friday Service “Lovelight”, April 22nd, 6:30

p.m.

• Sunrise Service “He Lived, He Lives, I Live” , April

24th, 6:30 a.m. (Breakfast will be served following

Sunrise Service.)

• Easter Service, April 24th, 10:30 a.m.

Community Holy Week Services

South Parkersburg Area Churches will join together

from 12:00 – 1:00 p.m., April 18th – April 22nd.

These services will be held at Broadway Church of

the Nazarene. Daily Offering will be collected for

the Parish Council Utility Fund. Lunch will be

served by host churches.

• Monday – Speaker: Rev. Jeff Williamson, First

EMC; Hosts: South Parkersburg and Pettyville

UMC

• Tuesday – Speaker: Rev. Keith Nendenhall,

Christian Life Center; Host: Christian Life Center

• Wednesday – Speaker: Rev. Rick Broan, South

Parkersburg UMC; Hosts: Edgelawn, Epworth,

Gihon and Lauckport UMC

• Thursday – Speaker: Rev. Dave Stilgenbauer,

Trinity UMC; Host: Trinity UMC

• Friday – Community Communion Service;

Speaker: Rev. Bill Hines, Broadway Church of the

Nazarene; Host: Broadway Church of the

Nazarene

Recent Activities

Pancake Dinner…Our first annual Community

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner was a roaring

success. We were treated to a culinary delight

when Jay Gribble brought along his waffle maker.

Gary Wood, Dave Hennessee, Vic Scholl and Don

Lloyd showed their mastery of the electric grill

producing golden pancakes and perfectly cooked

sausage. We also found out that Dave Hennesse is

a really good dishwasher (way to go Reta). In

addition to the great food, the fellowship was truly

heartwarming on a chilly February evening. Thanks

to everyone who contributed to make this dinner a

success and we look forward to repeating the

experience next year.

Blessings of the Bikes

We will be offering a short service of blessing for the 

motorcycle riders and their bikes on Sunday, May 1, 

2011 at 1:15 p.m.  Lunch will be served at noon for 

those who want a time of fellowship prior to the 

blessing.  There will be a ride for charity following 

the blessing.  Details of the ride will be provided that 

day.  If you are a rider or have friends who ride 

please plan to attend.  We will be praying for every 

rider to have a safe riding season this year.

Top left to right:  Norma Lloyd, Jay Gribble, Gary Wood, 

Don Lloyd, Dave Hennessee, Louise Brabham, Ryan 

Calhoun, Dave Calhoun, Barb and Bob Connolly

Coming Events

Community Easter Egg Hunt

Edgelawn UMC will host their first annual

Community Easter Egg Hunt for ages up to 12 years

old on Saturday, April 23rd, 1:00 p.m. at the church

fellowship hall. We will share the Easter story,

make crafts, and enjoy a snack as well as hunt

Easter eggs. Groups will be divided by age in order

for each child to have success finding eggs. There

will even be a visit by the Easter Bunny. Please

bring your children, your grandchildren or borrow

some neighborhood children. A good time is

expected!

“If you want your neighbor to know what Christ will do for them, let the neighbor see what Christ has 

done for you.”  Houston Times
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Easter Prayer

We come to you this day dear Lord, in thanksgiving,

for this very special season.

During this season of Lent as we reflect on our

Christian walk, we marvel at your unending love that

you have for us ...... But Lord, our worldly and

human personality leads us to ask why? .... And

how? .... We don't question the fact that you love us,

for we know in our hearts of your love, and

experience your love as we go through each day ....

We ask ourselves why do you love us with a love so

great that you would endure the torture and terrible

death on the cross for us? .... And we ask "how can

you love a sinner like me?"

As we come to you in prayer, you remind us of your

word that tells us again and again how special each

of us are to you and how your love for us is far

greater than we can ever imagine.

We see the beauty of the spring flowers bursting

forth in all their magnificence, grass beginning to

"green" again and the buds on the trees announcing

that spring is here!

All of these are a remembrance of your love for

us. Thank you dear God for your love ..... Love so

great that you sent your own Son from the

perfection of heaven, down to our world filled with

sin to die for the sins of each one of us .... And we

thank you for the resurrection of Jesus Christ, your

perfect gift of love for us that we celebrate on Easter

morning ...... Thank you lord.

In Jesus name we pray, Amen (George Hardman)

Mother’s Day and Memorial Day

These two important days are still in the planning

stages. However, we know that the Worship

Committee will come up with their usual inspiring

service to honor the special people these two

holidays celebrate. Join us and see what they come

up with. It will be good.

Yard Sale

Edgelawn UMC will hold a Yard Sale/Bake Sale on

Saturday, May 14th, 8:30 – 1:30 p.m. in the

fellowship hall. Food will be available.

“May the Lord bless and protect you; may the Lord’s face radiate with joy because of you; may he be 

gracious to you, show you his favor, and give you his peace.” Numbers 6:24-26 TLB



“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

will not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16  NLT

Edgelawn U.M. Church

4804 Fourth Avenue

Parkersburg, WV  26101
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