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From Our District Superintendent

“Embrace the New”

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:

everything old has passed away; see, everything

has become new.” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

At the beginning of a new year we have an

opportunity to reflect on the year that has passed,

and now look forward to the newness that lies

ahead. A new year could bring opportunities for a

new attitude, a new commitment, or even a new

beginning.

Paul reminds us in his second letter to the

Corinthians that if we are in Christ there is a new

creation. The old has passed away, and everything

is new. Sometimes, though, we like to hold on to the

old things. Maybe this is because they feel

comfortable, or maybe we just prefer the familiar.

In the spiritual life in Christ we must always examine

our hearts to see what we may have taken back

from the old self. We are a new creation in Christ,

and have to allow the newness to transform who we

are and who we are becoming. Our Wesleyan

theology teaches that we are continually growing -

or being sanctified - and that there is still the work of

perfection to be completed in us.

Again, Paul reminds us of this spiritual reality in the

third chapter of his letter to the Philippians. He

writes “Not that I have already obtained this or have

already reached the goal; but I press on to make it

my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his
(continued on page 2)

From Our Pastor

Love, is everywhere. As soon as the Christmas

decorations went to the mark down racks the

Valentine promotional items filled the shelves. We

went from Jesus‟ birth to love/relationships in an

instant. Jesus did come to bring us true love, but

does it happen that easily? Is true love

instantaneous?

1 Corinthians 13: 4-8 tells us what true love is:

“Love never gives up. Love cares more for others

than for self. Love doesn't want what it doesn't

have. Love doesn't strut, doesn't have a swelled

head, doesn't force itself on others, isn't always "me

first," doesn't fly off the handle, doesn't keep score

of the sins of others, doesn't revel when others

grovel, takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, puts

up with anything, trusts God always, always looks

for the best, never looks back, but keeps going to

the end. Love never dies.”

Wow! I don‟t think this kind of love can be found as

easily as our valentine promotions try to get us to

believe. The candy, teddy bears, dinner, and

flowers are fun. They make us feel good for a few

hours, maybe a few days, but then reality returns.

We fly off the handle, or play the “me first” card and

the bubble bursts. Is true love really possible

between two human beings? The answer is no, this

kind of love can only be found in God.

Jesus came to show us this kind of love, but he is

the only human that was without selfishness,

without envy, without judgment, without end. Jesus‟
(continued on page 2)

Edgelawn United Methodist Church is …..

a place to discover faith. Learn how faith, though it is as small as a mustard seed, is all that‟s needed to move

mountains. Faith, though it is confronted with doubts, rebounds stronger than ever because of doubts

overcome. To put it simply, there is nothing like faith. God spares nothing to show he is faithful. Through

God‟s faith nothing is impossible. Faith is extraordinary. (Sammy Burdette)

“God, thank you that when talking to you we are…opening our hearts to Love”



From Our DS (continued)

own.” (Philippians 3:12) We may not be perfect -

and most of us are far from it – but we have the

conviction that God can take all of our „old stuff” and

make us new.

As we embrace a new year, let us also embrace the

truth that we are new in Christ. Let us pray that he

will give us newness in all areas of our lives.

Perhaps we could approach the new year with two

questions: “What new thing does Christ want to do

in my life?” And, “What new thing does Christ want

me to do for his kingdom?”

If we ponder these two questions as we move

toward a new year, perhaps we will enter into it with

an optimism for the future. We are a new creation

because Christ has made us new. Allow yourself to

become a new creation through his redeeming

grace. Then it truly will be a happy new year.

Blessings in Christ,

Ken Krimmel
UMC Little Kanawha District Superintendent
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From Our Pastor (continued)

example leads us to a relationship with God. In that

relationship God‟s love has the power to transform

us. We are then able to begin to understand and

practice true love with each other. We grow in our

ability to love as our relationship with God grows.

God‟s true love is available in an instant. Our ability

to love does come instantaneously, it can‟t be

bought, it comes from God.

Keep loving,

Cindy Eakle, Pastor

Edgelawn United Methodist Church

“Jesus will give you a peace that you never imagined was possible…and a love that perfectly matches 

your constant wish.”

United Methodist Women

You are invited to join the United Methodist Women.

We meet the fourth Tuesday of each month in the

Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m. Starting in January, the

UMW are doing something new. At each meeting,

a “Woman of the Bible” will be studied. (See Jo

Emrick with additional questions.)

Blessed Events

George and Charlotte Hardman are proud to

announce the birth of their great granddaughter

Bella Grace born to grandson Mikey and wife Tosha

Hardman, who live at Veto Lake, Ohio. Bella was

born January 12th and weighed 8 lbs. and 6 ounces.

A beautiful healthy baby with dark hair like her mom

and pleasant personality like her dad. George was

asked how he feels about being a great-granddad

and he said that it isn‟t as hard to accept as the

thought that his son and daughter-in-law Mike and

Connie Hardman are grandparents.

Pastor Cindy and Keith Eakle proudly announce the

birth of their fourth granddaughter. Mya Elizabeth

Hatcher was born on December 29th to Pastor

Cindy and Keith‟s daughter and son-in-law, Michael

and Deena Hatcher. She weighed 7 lbs. and was

19.5 inches long. She is a great blessing!!

Pastor Cindy and Keith with baby Mya



Parrish Food Pantry

The Parrish Food Pantry was busy over the

holidays. In addition to the usual food folks receive

when they visit the pantry, they also received food

for a full course holiday meal. The Lord continues to

bless our pantry and we were able to provide food

to 500 families in 2010. We thank everyone who

supported the pantry last year and ask you to

continue your generosity this year. The Food

Pantry has been blessed with teen volunteers from

Edgelawn UMC. We are looking forward to having

them help out again this year. The Parrish Food

Pantry is located in the basement of the Gihon

United Methodist Church on Gihon Road. It is open

after the 15th of the month on Mondays and

Thursdays, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Bible Study

Each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m., the Edgelawn UMC

Fellowship Hall is a warm, inviting place to learn

more about God in a casual environment. If you

are not part of this group, please stop by. All that‟s

required is a desire to learn more about God‟s word.

If you are already attending, bring a friend. Join us

in our upcoming studies.

February 2 and 9th – What does The Revelation say

about heaven/death/resurrection?

February 16 Lord, Give Me Patience

February 23 Lord, Give Me Faith

March 2 Lord, Give Me Life

March 9 Ash Wednesday Service

March 16 Lord, Give Me Hope

March 23 Lord, Give Me Your Love

March 30 Lord, Give Me Grace
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“The secret of the mystery is:  God is always greater.  No matter how great we think Him to be,

His love is always greater.”

Did You Know?
That our own Victor “Vic” Scholl plays the trumpet?

During 1955 and 1956 Vic was a member of a 30

piece U.S. Army band that traveled throughout

Germany performing for the German civilians as a

United States “public relations” effort after the war.

Vic says those were some of the most memorable

years of his life. He still plays his horn at times and

will tell you with a laugh that he is sure that the

notes he plays now are not as pure and perfect to

the ears of others as they are in his memories. We

appreciate you Vic.

Getting to Know You….Getting to Know All

About You
Louise (Fluharty) Brabham was born in April 1924
in Wetzel County, West Virginia. At the age of two,
Louise moved to Liverpool, West Virginia with her
parents and three older sisters. She graduated
from Gilmore High School, Sandyville, WV, in 1940.
When she was 17, Louise moved to Parkersburg for
a short period of time, then moved to Allentown
(Roane County), West Virginia to teach in a one-
room school. While teaching, Louise began
corresponding with a young soldier, stationed
overseas, who was a relative of some of her
students. Louise and John were married when
John returned home. They had four daughters and
two sons and were married for 48 years. The
children were raised in New Haven, West Virginia.
In 1974, Louise and John moved to Peniel, West
Virginia. In 1978, Louise and John returned to
Liverpool and lived there for 15 years. Louise loves
to sing and she and John were part of “The Gospel
Four” quartet from 1974 to 1993. They also
participated in the Mt. Nebo Gospel Singing
Convention for 15 years. After John passed away
in 1993, Louise moved to Parkersburg to live with
her youngest daughter and her family. Louise
started attending Edgelawn United Methodist
Church with her daughter’s family. She returns
every Sunday because she said the people there
are her extended family. Even though she
attended country churches all her life, Louise feels
right at home at Edgelawn UMC.

Prayer Box

A prayer box with cards for unspoken prayer  

requests is in place at the altar.  Please don‟t 

hesitate to allow the church the privilege of praying 

for your need.



Recent Activities

• Epworth and Edgelawn held their annual Family

Christmas Program on December 19th. A

wonderful program was presented by our young

people and some folks that could best be

described as young at heart. It was truly a

Christmas blessing.

• On February 6th we will complete a Sunday

Evening study on encouragement and how God

expects us to encourage others as he encourages

us.
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“For though we have never yet seen God, 

when we love each other God lives in us and 

his love within us grows ever stronger.” 1 

John 4:12

Coming Events

• Sunday Night Service 6:30 p.m., in the Sanctuary

February – George Hardman will lead  the 

service

March – Jay Gribble will lead a study on 

Ecclesiastes

• Tuesday, March 7 – Community Shrove Tuesday

Free Pancake Dinner, 5:00-7:00 p.m. in the

Fellowship Hall. On Shrove Tuesday, many

Christians make a special point of self-

examination, of considering what wrongs they

need to repent and what amendments of life or

areas of spiritual growth they especially need to

ask God‟s help in dealing with. Shrove Tuesday

is also called Fat Tuesday, because on that day a

thrifty housewife uses up the fats she has saved

for cooking but that she will not be using during

Lent. Since pancakes are a standard way of

using up fat, the day is also called Pancake

Tuesday. The Church will be open for anyone

who would like to have meditation/prayer time

before or after the pancake dinner.

• Join us for the Ash Wednesday Service on

Wednesday, March 8th at 6:30 p.m. in the

Sanctuary.

Prayer

Our heavenly Father, as we begin this new month, a

month that we dedicate to our love for our family,

our friends and for others that are special in our

heart, we remember that the source of perfect and

unending love is you.

How can we measure your Love for us? It is deeper

and stronger than we can even attempt to

understand. You loved us so much that you sent

your Son from perfect Heaven to live on imperfect

earth and teach us by His words and the life he

lived. Jesus loved us so much that He allowed

Himself to be sacrificed on the cross for our sins.

We thank you Lord for the privilege to live in a

country where we celebrate Valentine‟s Day, a day

dedicated to love, a day that we allow Your love to

reflect through us to others. And we praise you for

your grace that opens our eyes and our heart to

your love, forgiveness, and salvation through Your

Son and our Savior, Jesus Christ.

In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen.

Bluegrass Gospel Group Coming

On Sunday evening, March 13th Edgelawn UMC

will be hosting the Bluegrass Gospel Group

“Jonathan Buckner and Chosen Road”. This group

is from the Princeton, WV area. A freewill offering

will be taken to help cover the group‟s expenses.

Visit www.chosenroad.org to hear a sample of the

group‟s excellent music.

Fellowship Dinners

Don‟t forget to join your church family for dinner the

second Sunday of each month in the Fellowship

Hall immediately following the morning Worship

service. The next dinner will be February 13th.

http://www.chosenroad.org/
http://www.chosenroad.org/
http://www.chosenroad.org/
http://www.chosenroad.org/
http://www.chosenroad.org/


“God loves you in the morning and the evening rain, without caution or regret.”
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Our New Year’s wish for the Edgelawn

Community is that each and every one

of our neighbors find the joy, peace and

love that comes from serving God.

If you have a home church and worship

regularly, God bless you! If you have a home

church and haven‟t been in a while, please

prayerfully consider going back. If your don‟t

have a home church, we‟d love to have you

worship with us at Edgelawn UMC. We have

four opportunities for worship each week:

Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Worship Service

10:30 a.m., Sunday Evening Service 6:30 p.m.,

and Bible Study Wednesday‟s at 6:30 p.m. In

Matthew 18:20 God promised “For where two or

three are gathered together in my name, there

am I in the midst of them.”

God’s Plan for Saving Man*

God‟s Grace Ephesians 2:8

Christ‟s Blood Romans 5:9

The Holy Spirit‟s Gospel Romans 1:16

Sinner‟s Faith Acts 16:31

Sinner‟s Repentance Luke 13:3

Sinner‟s Confession Romans 10:10

Sinner‟s Baptism 1 Peter 3:21

Christian‟s Work James 2:24

Christian‟s Hope Romans 8:24

Christian‟s Endurance Revelation 2:10

*From www.housetohouse.com

Everything I Needed to Know about Life

I Learned from a Jigsaw Puzzle*

1. When things aren‟t going so well, take a

break. Everything will look different when

your return. (Mark 6:31)

2. Be sure to look at the big picture (John

4:35). Getting hung up on the little pieces

only leads to frustration.

3. Don‟t force a fit. (Philippians 2:4)

4. Perseverance pays off. Every important

puzzle went together bit by bit, piece by

piece . (Exodus 23:29)

5. When one spot stops working, move to

another (Ecclesiastes 11:6). Be sure to

come back later (see #4).

6. The creator of the puzzle gave you the

picture as a guidebook. (2 Peter 1:3)

7. Variety is the spice of life. It‟s the different

colors and patterns that make the puzzle

interesting. (Acts 10:34-35)

8. Working together with friends and family

makes any task fun. (Nehemiah 3:1-32)

9. Establish the border first. Boundaries give a

sense of security and order. (Proverbs

22:6)

10. Don‟t be afraid to try different combinations

(Luke 5:4). Some matches are surprising.

11. Take time often to celebrate your successes

– even little ones. (Philippians 4:4)

12. Anything worth doing takes time and effort.

A great puzzle can‟t be rushed. (Galatians

6:9)

*As printed in MercEail, Steve Higginbotham,

Editor



“For though we have never yet seen God, when we love each other God lives in us and his love within 

us grows ever stronger.” 1 John 4:12
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