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From Our District Superintendent

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling

among us.” (John 1:14 NIV). As we anticipate the

Advent Season, we are reminded that God in Christ

has made His dwelling among us. This good news

message sanctifies our earthly existence. It tells us

that this life is meaningful, and that God has blessed

it in a special way. Indeed, the Word became flesh,

or another way of saying it, God became man in

Jesus Christ. This is what the Christmas

celebration is rally all about. So then, how we

prepare to celebrate this Christmas miracle is what

the season of Advent is really all about.

Advent is a dual celebration. On the one hand, it

celebrates the birth of Christ, and in addition it

anticipates Christ’s return. Christmas says, “Christ

has come.” advent says, “Christ will come again.”

All that we do to prepare for the Christmas

celebration as the church is simply to remind us of

the reality that we need to personally prepare for

Christ’s return. Just as the church observes the

season of Advent, each individual must have a

personal Advent.

Having a personal Advent means to get one’s

relationship with God through Jesus Christ right.

We are to make Christ our savior by confessing Him

as our Lord. Christ is the gift of Christmas.
(continued on page 2)

prepare for Christ’s return. Just a

From Our Pastor

Job 8:21 “He will fill your mouth with laughter.”

Does God laugh? I believe God created all things.

Thus, God created laughter. Could God created

something God hasn’t/doesn’t do? I don’t think so.

The scripture above mentions God filling a person’s

mouth with laughter, indicating God’s desire for us

to be filled with laughter. I believe I sometimes take

life too seriously. I need to laugh. It feels good to

laugh. It is healing to laugh. A rejoicing heart is

good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the

bones. Prov. 17:22

Dr. Don Colbert shares that laughter is one of his

prescriptions to patients who come to be placed on

nutritional programs. He has discovered that when

he asks patients how often they laugh, most cancer

patients respond, “I never laugh.” He prescribes 10

belly laughs a day for his patients. Research has

shown a wide variety of healing aspects from

laughter: Pain Relief, Lower Blood Pressure,

Relaxation Therapy and Improved, Boosted

Immune System, Speedy Healing.

E.E. Cummings said, “The most wasted of all days

is one without laughter.” Since life is too valuable to

be wasted, let us not waste a single day by letting it

go by without frequent laughter. (continued on

page 2)

Edgelawn United Methodist Church is …..

Welcome to Edgelawn United Methodist Church. It is hoped this newsletter will become an informational

source and an invitation to learn more about our church and activities. The United Methodist Church – Open

hearts. Open minds. Open Doors. At Edgelawn members strive to make their walk with Christ visible in our

community and beyond by being caring, responsive, accepting, hospitable and inclusive. Edgelawn U.M.

Church consists of people who have a strong faith in Christ. We are also a church family who loves music,

church dinners, fellowship and sharing our faith story with others. (Sammy Burdette)

To get the most out of Christmas …. 
“Worship fully.  Spend less.  Give more.  Love all.”  

(from the UMC website)



From Our DS (continued)
God has already given us this priceless gift. The

question is, “Have we received the gift?” Wouldn’t it

be sad if our earthly Father gave us a priceless gift

and we left it under the Christmas tree, and never

received it and made it our own?

God gave us Christ. This is Christmas. Our

accepting Christ is our Advent. It is our necessary

preparation for His return. Have you accepted him?

Have you said, “Yes” to God’s Christmas gift? Don’t

leave it sitting under the tree for yet another year.

Pick it up today. Unwrap it and begin living the

Christ-filled life.

Have a blessed Advent and a wonderful Christmas.

Ken Krimmel
Little Kanawha District UMC Superintendent
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From Our Pastor (continued)
I believe God not only laughs, but God has created

for us a powerful weapon against the struggles of

life. Have you used this weapon recently? If not,

please continue reading……

The following was seen in a Florida newspaper:

A man was working on his motorcycle on his patio

and his wife was in the house in the kitchen. The

man was racing the engine on the motorcycle and

somehow, the motorcycle slipped into gear. The

man, still holding the handlebars, was dragged

through a glass patio door and along with the

motorcycle dumped onto the floor inside the house.

The wife, hearing the crash, ran into the dining

room, and found her husband laying on the floor, cut

and bleeding, the motorcycle laying next to him and

the patio door shattered. The wife ran to the phone

and summoned an ambulance.

Because they lived on a fairly large hill, the wife

went down the several flights of long steps to the

street to direct the paramedics to her husband. After

the ambulance arrived and transported the husband

to the hospital, the wife uprights the motorcycle and

pushed it outside. Seeing that gas had spilled on

the floor, the wife obtained some papers towels,

blotted up the gasoline, and threw the towels in the

toilet.

The husband was treated at the hospital and was

released to come home. After arriving home, he

looked at the shattered patio door and the damage

done to his motorcycle. He became despondent,

went into the bathroom, sat on the toilet and

smoked a cigarette. After finishing the cigarette, he

flipped it between his legs into the toilet bowl while

still seated.

The wife, who was in the kitchen, heard a loud

explosion and her husband screaming. She ran into

the bathroom and found her husband lying on the

floor. His trousers had been blown away and he

was suffering burns on the buttocks, the back of his
(continued next column)

“When we are in a situation where Jesus is all we have, we soon discover He is all we really need.”

From Our Pastor (continued)

legs and his groin. The wife again ran to the phone

and called for an ambulance.

The same ambulance crew was dispatched and the

wife met them at the street. The paramedics loaded

the husband on the stretcher and began carrying

him to the street. While they were going down the

stairs to the street accompanied by the wife, one of

the paramedics asked the wife how the husband

had burned himself. She told them and the

paramedics started laughing so hard, one of them

tipped the stretcher and dumped the husband out.

He fell down the remaining steps and broke his arm.

This story redefines what it is to have a bad day.

Keep laughing!

Cindy Eakle, Pastor

Edgelawn United Methodist Church



Parrish Food Pantry

As the Parrish Food Pantry needs continue to grow.,

the Lord continues to bless our Food Pantry. We

are able to support the increasing number of people

in need of assistance as a result of today’s troubled

economy. Donations of fresh fruits and vegetables

decorated the altar this month and were very much

appreciated by food pantry families. The Parrish

Food Pantry is located in the basement of the Gihon

United Methodist Church on Gihon Road. It is open

after the 15th of the month on Mondays and

Thursdays, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Fellowship Dinners

Don’t forget to join your church family for dinner the

second Sunday of each month in the Fellowship

Hall immediately following the morning Worship

service. The next dinner will be January 9th.

United Methodist Women Invitation:

We have a great group of women who love the Lord 

and work together for the love of the church and 

community.  We meet the fourth Tuesday of each 

month in the Fellowship Hall and consider every 

member a valued asset. Please join us in the new 

year.  (See Jo Emrick with additional questions.)

Bible Study

Each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. the Fellowship Hall is

filled with laughter, love, song, praise, fellowship

and God’s word. Are you a part of this? If not, you

are welcome. Come, bring a friend, join us in our

latest study “Prayer by Color” lead by Pastor Cindy.

Prayer Box

A new addition has been added to the altar  -- a 

prayer box with cards to request special prayers.  

Pastor Cindy will come to the church daily to pray 

for those special prayer requests.
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“Whoever walks toward God one step, God runs toward them two.”

Ever wake up the day after Christmas

wondering if that was really all it was

about?

If you’re ready to experience something more out of

Christmas (and out of life), come to Edgelawn

United Methodist Church. See life as it is…find out

how it can be.

Join us for Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Morning

Worship at 10:30 a.m. and Evening Services at 6:30

p.m. Wednesday evening features special Bible

Studies at 6:30 p.m.

You are invited to come worship with us and be part

of God’s family. See you there!

Did You Know?

• Charlotte Hartman was Miss Parkersburg 1961.

• Jo Emrick was Miss Parkersburg News 1948.

• Pastor Cindy was valedictorian of Harrisville 

High School in 1977.

• Louise Brabham taught school in a one-room 

school house in 1944.

Prayer

May you find the hope, faith, joy and love that

comes from accepting Jesus Christ as your

personal savior. May you celebrate Christmas

knowing the greatest gift of all is Jesus Christ who

died on the cross so that your sins could be forgiven

and someday you will be able to thank him in

person. Amen.



Recent Activities

• Special Training – Jo Emerick, Norma Lloyd,

Sammy Burdette and Pastor Cindy Eakle recently

traveled to Ripley to attend a conference on “How

to Grow the Church”.

• Special Music – During the month of November

each Sunday evening was blessed with the sound

of beautiful music. Guest groups included The

Proclaimers, Redeemed, Voices of Praise and the

Johnny Staats’ Bluegrass Southern Gospel

Group.
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“Prayer is the breath of the soul.”

Coming Events

• Sunday, December 19th, 6:30 p.m. the Edgelawn

Fellowship Hall will be filled with the sights and

sounds of Christmas. The young people will

present their annual Christmas Program

(including some folks we will kindly call young at

heart). Refreshments will be served after the

program and Santa Claus will make special

appearance. Please take time from the hustle

and bustle of the season and join us to be

reminded of the true meaning of Christmas

through recitations, plays and special music.

• Join us for a celebration of Christ’s birth at our

Christmas Eve Service, Friday, December 24th,

6:30 p.m., at Epworth UMC, 3615 6th Avenue .

This will be a joint service with Edgelawn and

Epworth families.

Edgelawn U.M. Church

4804 Fourth Avenue

Parkersburg, WV  26101

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED


